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not a unique personality, but " the first
fruits of them that slept/'1 and that every
man was to become a Christ. Not then
was the Christ regarded as an external
Saviour, by whose imputed righteousness
men were to be saved from divine wrath.
There was current in the Church the
glorious and inspiring teaching that He
was but the first fruits of humanity, the
model that every man should reproduce
in himself, the life that all should share.
The Initiates have ever been regarded as
these first fruits, the promise of a race
made perfect. To the early Christian,
Christ was the living symbol of his own
divinity, the glorious fruit of the seed he
bore in his own heart. Not to be saved
by an external Christ, but to be glorified
into an inner Christ, was the teaching
of esoteric Christianity, of the Lesser
Mysteries. The stage of discipleship was
to pass into that of Sonship. The life
of the Son was to be lived among men
till it was closed by the Resurrection, and
the glorified Christ became one of the
perfected Saviours of the world.
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